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Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 
Claims 

English Abstract 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 



...wide area network (WAN). The central management resource stores content 
and performs management, monitoring and entertainment content delivery 
functions. At each venue at least one entertainment unit is coupled to 
the WAN. Multiple entertainment units in a venue are coupled to each 
other through a local area network (LAN) . In one embodiment, an 
entertainment unit includes a user interface that comprises at least one 
graphical user interface (GUI) . The entertainment unit further 
comprises a local memory device that stores entertainment content 
comprising music, a peripheral interface, and a user input device. A 
plurality of peripheral devices are coupled to the at least one 
entertainment unit via the peripheral interface, wherein a user, through 
the user input device and the... 

Detailed Description 

... PR, GB, GR, IE, ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

DISTRIBUTED ELECTRONIC ENTERTAINMENT METHOD AND 
APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is in the field of electronic... 
...and game machines for use in out-of-home venues. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Traditional entertainment systems for out-of-home use, for example in 
restaurants or bars, are typified by... 

...units were stand-alone units in venues such as restaurants and bars. 
More recently, game entertainment units have been placed in venues to 
allow patrons to play electronic games, such as... 

. . . fee using coins or some other method of payment . One 

5 disadvantage of some prior entertainment systems is that each 
freestanding unit, be it a music unit or a game unit... 

. . .Another limitation of traditional electronic entertaimnent systems is 
that even in venues where both music entertainment and game 
entertainment exist, 

game entertaimnent units and music entertainment units with individual 
capabilities exist separately. A user of a game unit, for example, cannot 



...payment hardware and software or external game controllers. 
SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 

...wide area network (WAN). The central management resource stores content 

and performs management, monitoring and 
entertainment content delivery ftinctions. At each venue at least one 
entertainment unit is coupled to the WAN. Multiple entertainment 

units in a venue are coupled to each other through a local area network 
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Detailed Description 
Claims 

English Abstract 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 



...wide area network (WAN). The central management resource stores content 
and performs management, monitoring and entertainment content delivery 
functions. At each venue at least one entertainment unit is coupled to 
the WAN, Multiple entertainment units in a venue are coupled to each 
other through a local area network (LAN) . In one embodiment, an 
entertainment unit includes a user interface that comprises at least one 
graphical user interface (GUI) . The entertainment unit further 
comprises a local memory device that stores entertainment content 
comprising music, a peripheral interface, and a user input device. A 
plurality of peripheral devices are coupled to the at least one 
entertainment unit via the peripheral interface, wherein a user, through 
the user input device and the. . . 

Detailed Description 

... FR, GB, GR, IE, ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

DISTRIBUTED ELECTRONIC ENTERTAINMENT METHOD AND 
APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is in the field of electronic... 
...and game machines for use in out-of-home venues. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Traditional entertainment systems for out-of-home use, for example in 
restaurants or bars, are typified by. . . 

...units were stand-alone units in venues such as restaurants and bars. 
More recently, game entertainment units have been placed in venues to 
allow patrons to play electronic games, such as... 

...fee using coins or some other method of payment. One 

5 disadvantage of some prior entertainment systems is that each 
freestanding unit, be it a music unit or a game unit... 

. . .Another limitation of traditional electronic entertaimnent systems is 
that even in venues where both music entertainment and game 
entertainment exist, 

game entertaimnent units and music entertainment units with individual 
capabilities exist separately. A user of a game unit, for example, cannot 



...payment hardware and software or external game controllers. 
SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 

...wide area network (WAN). The central management resource stores content 

and performs management, monitoring and 
entertainment content delivery ftinctions. At each venue at least one 
entertainment unit is coupled to the WAN. Multiple entertainment 

units in a venue are coupled to each other through a local area network 
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Patent Applicant /Inventor : 
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Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 
Claims 

English Abstract 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 



. . .wide area network (WAN) . The central management resource stores content 
and performs management, monitoring and entertainment content delivery 
functions. At each venue at least one entertainment unit is coupled to 
the WAN. Multiple entertainment units in a venue are coupled to each 
other through a local area network (LAN) . In one embodiment, an 
entertainment unit includes a user interface that comprises at least one 
graphical user interface (GUI) . The entertainment unit further 
comprises a local memory device that stores entertainment content 
comprising music, a peripheral interface, and a user input device. A 
plurality of peripheral devices are coupled to the at least one 
entertainment unit via the peripheral interface, wherein a user, through 
the user input device and the... 

Detailed Description 

... FR, GB, GR, IE, ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

DISTRIBUTED ELECTRONIC ENTERTAINMENT METHOD AND 
APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is in the field of electronic... 
...and game machines for use in out-of-home venues. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Traditional entertainment systems for out-of-home use, for example in 
restaurants or bars, are typified by. . . 

...units were stand-alone units in venues such as restaurants and bars. 
More recently, game entertainment units have been placed in venues to 
allow patrons to play electronic games, such as... 

...fee using coins or some other method of payment. One 

5 disadvantage of some prior entertainment systems is that each 

freestanding unit, be it a music unit or a game unit... 
. . .Another limitation of traditional electronic entertaimnent systems is 

that even in venues where both music entertainment and game 

entertainment exist , 

game entertaimnent units and music entertainment units with individual 
capabilities exist separately. A user of a game unit, for example, cannot 



...payment hardware and software or external game controllers. 
SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A distributed electronic entertainment method and apparatus are 
described. In one embodiment, a central management resource is coupled to 

...wide area network (WAN). The central management resource stores content 
and performs management, monitoring and 
entertainment content delivery ftinctions. At each venue at least one 
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